Introducing Warm Blankets Orphan Care, International
Warm Blankets Orphan Care is a non-profit faith based mission dedicated to the rescue of orphans and widows, and to the reunification of separated children with their extended family whenever possible. (www.warmblankets.org)

Problem Statement

AIDS, war, exploding landmines, poverty, the tsunami disaster, and famine have created a worldwide tragedy. Over 16 million orphans are now struggling for survival with both parents dead. More than 12 million children are AIDS orphans, the fastest growing orphan population. Studies and news reports indicate that by the end of 2005 there will be more than 20 million AIDS orphans still alive
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Needs Supplied

rescue operations and mission support  | technology solutions for government documentation and tracking children | 
shelter building | food | clothing | emergency intake medical treatment | ongoing health care |  grief counseling | caregivers | caregiver training | school tuition and fees | wells | tutors | septic systems | generators | computers | Faith based training supplies | musical instruments and training | school supplies | vocational training | leadership training | transportation and vehicles | bicycles | uniforms | sports training and equipment | local internship programs | other  
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What are some of the key guiding principles that contribute to the success of the Warm Blankets mission?
1. True orphans are those who have lost both father and mother. Single orphans are those that are fatherless. 

2. It is in the best interest of orphaned children to be raised by family or extended family members. Before a child is accepted permanently in a home, every effort is made to reunite the child with his extended family.

3. Our focus is caring for children in their home communities with respect to their cultural heritage and not on adoption. 

4. We do not build large institutions that can become overcrowded and impersonal and force children to be moved far from their familiar surroundings. Home sizes not exceeding 50 children have the best long term outcomes

5. We seek out homeless widows, especially those with children, as caregivers. Widows know the pain of loss the children are experiencing and they also need a placed to live and bring up their own children.

6. A ratio of caregivers to children of 1:5 cultivates parental attachment type relationships fostering greater incidence of emotional stability.

7. We developed a model where a whole home is sponsored by an individual, church or organization. Disbursements are based on cost plus factors that are less dependent on the number of children than on improving conditions and services to the kids.  (Child sponsorship is appropriate for a child who lives in a poor area with their parents, but that approach creates serious drawbacks in orphan home situations. Using child sponsorship as criteria for revenue in an orphan home provides an incentive for the leaders to try to keep as many children as they can under the home's roof. It promotes mistrust because leaders may be less likely to try to reunite a child with their extended family when it means they will have less money to cover overhead costs.)

8. Accountability and communications are accomplished by using comprehensive Web technology for each home that includes images of children, caregivers and image documentation of the general area. It also serves as a point where needs for the home are expressed.

9. In all cases and in all countries, nationals should receive technological and computer training that will allow them to maintain the images records, reports, and information for continual communication with government agencies, sponsors and donors.

10. Warm Blankets intentionally partners with organizations that work with indigenous leaders and workers rather than foreign missionaries as the means to accomplish their objectives.

11. Space that can be used by the community for meetings, celebrations, etc should be planned into new construction in order to better keep the kids engaged in the community. Children should also go to public schools rather than board schooling them in the home.
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Co Laboring Partners

International Cooperating Ministries | World Orphans | Kids for the Kingdom | Foursquare Children of Promise | Gilgal Gospel Mission
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100% of All Funds Designated for Orphan Care are Used for Orphan Care – No Exceptions!
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Total $1,368,489.68






Certifications Awards and Verification Listings

Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability (Approved) - www.ecfa.org
Christian Service Charities (Approved) - www.hsca.org
Combined Federal Campaign (Authorized charity # 2827) - www.opm.gov/cfc
Points of Light (Recipient) - www.pointsoflight.org/awards
GuideStar - www.guidestar.org
Web sites representing ongoing projects

Warm Blankets Orphan Care manages hundreds of Internet domains and dozens of websites relating to our ministries. They help us provide high levels of connectedness and accountability to those who have joined the work.

www.warmblankets.org
Our homepage provides information about our ministry, the worldwide orphan crisis, individual church homes and their needs, sponsorship opportunities, youth and church group programs, prayer initiatives, and much more. See tens of thousands of photos from our fields of ministry and connect with the work. To see examples of homes established in Southeast Asia and meet some  of the children and caregivers, follow links from www.warmblankets.com/home_sites.asp 

www.missionreports.com
Contains reports, photo essays and multimedia documentation on mission trips undertaken to date, including those in Indonesia/West Timor, Ratanakiri, Cambodia, the Northwest Medical Team, and an incredible                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Baptism in the China Sea.

www.operationorphanrescue.com 
This site describes our programs and curriculums designed for groups of young people that stresses application and faith in action through caring, studying, fellowship, raising funds, and praying for the most helpless members their generation and Christ's Body... some of the world's 108 million orphans now being rescued in conjunction with church-planting efforts. As young Christians learn of the appropriate Biblical response to world realities, they join the effort to save their own generation.

www.orphanmissions.com 
Provides a current list of upcoming Warm Blankets Orphan Care International mission trips.  Find resources including mission application forms, information on disease prevention, visa requirements, and country data.  

www.traffickinginpersons.com
Resources, reports, photos, and more relating to Warm Blankets’ work combating the human trafficking we encounter in our nations of ministry.

www.prayforanorphan.org
Gateway to the names and pictures of thousands of orphans whose lives are being restored in Church Orphan Homes. Visitors are invited to "stand in the Gap" for one of these little ones and find a new dimension in their prayer life as they anonymously and humbly pray for an orphan on the other side of the world who needs our prayers.

Select Regional Websites:  www.africanorphans.com   www.indonesianorphans.com   www.orphansofindia.com   www.orphansofthailand.com
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Audit Results  (Evangelical Council For Financial Accountability - www.ecfa.org
	
	Fiscal Year End

	Category
	June 30, 2002
	June 30, 2003
	June 30, 2004
	 

	 
Income

	
	
	
	

	 
Donated Income

	 $524,235
	 $1,149,598
	$ 1,008,164
	

	 
Total Income

	 $525,588
	 $1,150,558
	$1,075,899
	

	 
Expenses

	
	
	
	

	 
Program Services

	 $363,876
	 $988,733
	$806,513
	

	 
General & Administrative

	 $80,369
	 $100,419
	$120,212
	

	 
Fund-Raising

	 $6,477
	 $56,613
	$67,101
	


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Program participation accomplishments as of January 2005 (all programs and projects completed with partner participation):
Tsunami Orphans: With the influx of Tsunami Orphans, new homes were setup to provide long-term care in areas ravaged by the Tsunami and subsequent earthquakes. Caregiver training seminars helped fieldworkers better care for traumatized children in crisis.

Cambodia:  More than 65 Church Orphan Homes built. Warm Blankets Orphan Care has connected dozens of them to ongoing whole home sponsors and has participated in the establishment of a training center for pastors, orphans, and caregivers in Phnom Penh.

Indonesia:  Up to 16 new homes will be established in 2005. Rescues are in progress in refugee camps outside Timor War Zones, Tsunami regions. Earthquake devastated Nias Island, and other emergency need areas. 

Democratic Republic of Congo: Two homes are operating in Kinshasa.
Contact:  Craig Muller, President, Warm Blankets Orphan Care  

Phone: 847-577-1070  Ext. 112   Email: craig.muller@warmblankets.org
Warm Blankets Orphan Care International  5105 Tollview Drive, Suite 103  Rolling Meadows, IL 60008
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